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JOUBlifAL OF ISAAC ZANE TO WYOMING, 1758. 

BY JOSEPH H. COATES. 

[In the spring of 1758, Teedyuscung, the Delaware King, and his fol- 
lowers, removed to Wyoming, where agreeably to his request and the 
conditions of a treaty with Governor William Denny, a town was built 
for them on the east side of the Susquehanna, marked on early maps of 
the Province as " Teedyuscung' s Town." Here he resided until he was 
burned to death while asleep in his cabin in the night of April 19, 1763, 
it is believed at the instigation of the Iroquois. John Hughes, who 
was appointed by the Governor to superintend the building of the town, 
set out for Wyoming May 12, with between fifty and sixty carpenters, 
masons and laborers, where they arrived one week later. The work 
progressed until the 27th when one of the masons was killed and scalped 
by a party of " Enemy Indians," then much uneasiness followed among 
the workmen, but by June 2, ten houses mostly 20x16, and one 24x16 
of squared logs and dovetailed were erected, some ground plowed, 
and rails split to fence in the town. Hughes returned to Philadelphia 
June 5. 

At a meeting of Trustees and Treasurer of the Friendly Association 
at Israel Pemberton's the 20th of Fifth Month 1758. 

* * * " The Governor having lately given a Commission to John 
Hughes and others to hire workmen & go up to Wyoming & assist the 
Indians in building a town & making a settlement there, & opening a 
waggon road to it, in pursuance of which John Hughes sett out a few 
days since with a number of workmen, and we being now informed that 
a considerable number of Indians joined them at Bethlehem, and went 
forward from thence on Third day the 16th instant, so that there's a 
prospect of this necessary work at last being performed, on consideration 
of which the same motives which have heretofore induced us to engage 
in a desirable work of restoring Peace, still prevailing, and Isaac Zane 
of whose hearty and constant endeavors therein we have had abundant 
experience, now informed us that John Hughes had signified to Friends 
that he should be glad of his assistance and company, but that a state of 
health would not then permit, but he being now * * * Wyoming 
and assist the Provincial Commissioners in the buildings, and making 
the settlement proposed, it is unanimously agreed that out of the fund 
of our Ass'n he shall be paid to his satisfaction for such services, and 
that he be authorized to take with him some carpenters and bricklayers 
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and an interpreter and such otter assistants as he may think necessary, 
and on his arrival at Wyoming he is desired to offer his service to assist 
the Provincial Commissioners in the work, and if it should appear to 
him that anything more is necessary than they are willing to gett at ye 
Public Expense, either in building the houses, opening the road, or 
otherwise, in that Case he is authorized to engage workmen and gett all 
such necessary matters accomplished, for all which it is agreed he shall 
be paid out of the stock under oar care, and for his present supply an 
order was drawn on the Treasurer for the sum of One hundred Pounds 
and signed by all of the Trustees present, and Israel & James Pember- 
ton, Jorem Warder & James Shoemaker are desired to assist him in pro- 
curing horses and what else may be necessary towards fitting himself 
and those who go with him for the journey." 

The Journal of Zane is written in a parchment covered book, but the 
concluding pages are missing.] 

On the 21st of the 5th mo. 1758 I set out to go to 
Wyomink to assist in makeing ye Indian Settelment there, 
and there was with me lllTethanial Goforth, Nathan Zane, 
Joshu Yarnal & 2 of my prentises and a bought servant yt 
understood ye Mohock tunge, — and lodged that night at 
Ben Davises.^ 

2Snd — "We went to tohickon Oreeke the waters being so 
high that we were forst to stay at Saml Deans till next 
Day. 

2Sd — We set off with the wagen, the water being fain, 
and got to Bethleham (it being about 18 mils) about J past 
9 a clock, and ye wagin of provition and goods came up 
about 2 a clock and went forward, but N. Gr. & I stayd to 
git soni Indians to go wt us. "We aplyd to Spangingburge,^ 
the cheef man among ye Moravians, for gides, he recom- 
mended frederick post,^ a Dutch man, who he sayd had 

^ Ben Davis's inn on the road to Bethlehem, four miles north of 
Whitemarsh church. 

' Bishop A. G. Spangenberg. 

'Christian Frederick Post, the well known Moravian missionary 
among the Indians. His first wife was Rachael, a Wampanoag, bap- 
tized in 1743, died 1747, his second, Agnes, a Delaware, baptized in 
1749, died 1751. Her sister was the wife of Teedyuscung's oldest son 
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had 2 Indian Wives, but he was gon to fort Allin ^ to git 
loogs, he also sent a man to Nazarath to git Mcodemas & 
his son Zacarias ^ for whom we weaghted till night and then 
the mesenger brought word yt one was lame & the other 
had a sick child and yt they were that Day com there to 
plant & so could not go with us — by this time night came 
on & we still without gides. 

S4.ih — We went early from John Jones ^ our last nights 
quarters to try if Indian Zaheous * would go. his wife being 
big with child was not willing to part with him, but she at 
last agreed to let him go if I would give her some necessays 
and then he might stay as long as he pleased, as soon as 
we had agreed with him, 2 more Indians Came, one they 
eald Geore who cold speake English well But the other who 
they cald David none. David agred to go redily, but georg 
was not willing till after a while Indian Jonathan came and 
redily asented to go. G-eorge seeing that, sayd well if Jona- 
than will go I will go too. So we now had 4 pilots and set 
off from Bethleham about 10 a Clock & John Jones with 
us. on our way to Fort Allin we met an old Indian man 
& his wife going to Bethleham to sell bever furr. we askt 
them if they had heard any newes he sayd he had been 3 
monthes from home a hunting & could tell but litle what 
past at home, we got to Port Allin before night and we 
were Exceeding kindly treated there by ye Ensine, he being 
the Cheaf Command (ye Captain being gon to Ohio). 

'Fort Allen, built by Franklin in January of 1756, stood on the 
right bank of the Lehigh river, nearly opposite the mouth of Mahoning 
creek, where Weissport was commenced in 1785. The well of the fort 
is still in fair repair. 

''Nicodemus and Zacharias, Delawares, were Moravian converts. 
The latter was frequently employed as a guide and runner by the 
Province. 

'John Jones, born 1714, in Upper Merion, Philadelphia county, in 
1751 purchased 500 acres of land on the left bank of the Lehigh 
adjoining the Moravian tract on the east. He died in 1781. 

* Zacheous, and the other Indians mentioned in the first part of the 
Journal were Delawares and Moravian converts. 
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^5th. — While the horses was giting over I writ home & 
then prepard to go forward. But in ye swiming the horses 
my lad Bolding was Drawn over bord by the horse But wt 
dificalty got safe to land, here we found Frederick Post 
who redily agred to go wt us. we packed up our goods as 
well as we could, every one taking a share, the Indians and 
all, and along we went in good heart, and in about an hour 
it began to rain abundantly, tbe wehter being hot we 
Declind puting on Clothes to keep us Dry. but submited to 
be as weet as the raine woulde make us & so kept on 
our way and near night we arived at a wigwam wt 2 
Squawes one of which was tbe wife of George, one of our 
gides. when he came within call he gave a hollow (which 
is usal) yt tbey might not be afrited. here we tuck up our 
lodging in a great vale by a rapid water cald [torn] and 
Dryd our Clothes a litle and slept well that night. 

S6th. — We after a good nights Eest arose Early getherd 
our thing to gether went forward over great hills & Dales 
& large streems of water & vew* the theikis of real pine 
Swamps, the qurios pine for Masts I have not before seen 
the Like, .for higth Bigness & streatness. that altho I 
thoug the land was not worth 4d a hundred acres yet if the 
Timber was near navagable water so yt it Might be Redily 
transported it would be worth after ye rate of £300 an acre 
but as it is good for nothing. But most of ye land is a 
poor Sovana which the Indians burn once in 3 or 4 years 
and kills such scrub wood as grow on it. Except in som 
very stony or very wet land and for many miles going I did 
not see a hand fall of grass growing but there is sundry 
sorts of plants of Evergreens, somthing like ground Ive. I 
think for a Day to gether we saw no living animal save such 
we brought with us. (a) at night we lodged in a pine 
swamp and as we lay in bed had the pleasure of observ- 
ing the Motions of ye Starrs & I was redy to think yt those 
yt Discovered the Corses of the planits had the advantag of 
this sort of lodging. 

S7th. — ^We got out of our beds soon and the Indians 
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asisted to git our horses as they Did yesterday morning, for 
if they had not it would a been Deficalt to a got em. we 
got along this Day to the foot of the last mountain where 
there was a number of Indian stayd by reason of a woman 
being sick, and as it grew Dark there Come home 3 young 
men who had been a hunting & they brough Each of them 
a Dear with em & they gave us 2 quarters of venson — ^here 
we got good pasture for our horses & rested well our selves. 

S8th. — it being ye first Day of ye week we set forward & 
past over the mountain and came to a fertile sile & to rich 
pleans. and about 11 a Clock came to ye town where John 
Hues [Hughes] told me one of there men was kild and 
scalped by enemy Indians, which flung the workmen in 
great disorder and that they Indians and all had Determined 
to go home next Day, but Titeusquand [Teedyuscung] who 
I was told had been weaping for his sad Disaster in the 
Death of J. Croker, cheard up his Countanance & came to 
me & bid me welleom and was glad to see me to. before I 
came Titeusquand had proposed to have a further Oonfer- 
ance what was best to be done in the present Deficalte & to 
see whether there proposal of returning home the next Day 
was right or no. and they were jost going to meet as I 
came But seeing they Delayd it till I got my thing setled 
and now my coming Seemed to put some spirit in the In- 
dians, they soone prepared for the Deliberation afore s*. 
and accordingly he proseeded and sayd. 

Brothers, Commishners & friends present. I think it well 
to let you know & take your advise in what I am about to 
Do. "While the wound that I just now rec* is fresh for I 
look on the murder of this man Desind a stroke against me 
& not the English, I propose to send to the Mohocks (I So- 
pose he ment the Six Nations) and say Uncles you told me 
to cum & setle in this place & I have Done as you directed, 
and sat Down & gethered a few sticks together & made a fire 
& got my friends about me and JSTow I am strock in a Crue 
manner. 

Uncles, you say you are wise and know a great Deal & 
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can see far. Now I Desire you to see who has strock me 
and let me know. I have sent a Club that I was struck 
with for you to look at & see if you know whose Cloob it 
is. (there was a club with ye letters R. J. neetly cut in it 
likele french work) and the scalping knife left. Titeusquand 
sending these three men wt this messauge lookt to me as 
tho he thought the Enemyes now near the frontears and 
that did this mischief at waomink must needs a been by the 
aprobation of som of the 6 Nations. John Hues told him 
yt if they would stay there he would yet Do ye houses but 
if not he would not. 

After this a litle Titeusquand told us he had consulted 
his people whether to go back among the English or stay, 
here, and they had Determined to stay, for that he beleaved 
the man was kild in order to make him run away that they 
might laugh at him and say ah see Titeusquand is still 
without a home se what is becom of the thing he so mutch 
talked of. 

In the dusk of ye Euaning I aquinted the king yt his fr* 
had sent som good tobacco to smoke, he cald his right 
hand men, went to the End of the East plean ; we seated 
ourselves lit our pipe smok' round and I informed them the 
reason of my Coming and intention thereof. They exprest 
mutch satisfaction therewith and after a time of solid Disl 
course of sundry afairs then Depending we Broke up, and 
the King & I went and had some private conversation and 
I abserveing Indians passing too & frowe thought it proper 
to acquint him yt his friend had sent some things to him to 
Enable him to Do such good Deeds and servises as might 
be found proper, and that no time should be lost I let him 
know he might have such things as I had there when he 
pleased. 

The Commishiners respectfully urged me to lodg with 
them which I accepted of. 

99th — ^We set to work at Building the houses, spliting of 
reals, makeing of plowes & rakes & other thing and went 
on well this Day and got a great Deal of work Done. 
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In the fore part of ye Day I presented the King with a 
Confirmation of My being there by the aprobation of his 
fr'' ye Quakers, on which he Immediately cald the mesen- 
gers proposed to be sent on the afore s* messuage to the 
mohocks and gave them the matter he proposed to be sent 
in charge. 

SOth. — We kept on working tho a reany Day and in the 
Euaning there come Bill Sock an old Senace & another who 
they sayd was Bornd at Conestoga, who stay in there cano 
till Titeusquand cald them a shore, when Jno. Hues had a 
litle talk with them but I did not hear what it was, after 
which I was aprised they were a going oft'. I followed them 
and askt them if they wanted any thing or whether they 
would eat any thing, they replyd yers. but it being rany 
I could git no place to convers with im so I tuck them into 
one of ye Indians apartments but they did not like one 
another, besides ye white people were for crouding to hear 
what past so that we could not have any Conversation then, 
however I gave them a good piece of cheas & went to try 
to git som bread, but I soon found the white people were 
very uneasy at there being there. Especily because they 
now talked of staying all night & it was suposed I was the 
cause of it at which I grew uneasy & forebore to convers 
with them a while. 

Slst. — These 3 Indians having stayd all night and Bill 
Sock in the Dead of ye night came to one of the watch men 
and askt how long we Intended to stay there, the jelocy 
of our people still incress*. I now resolved to converse 
freely with them, accordingly I asked ye young man after 
several persons at Tiaoga. he making but litle reply one 
of the other Indians yt was with him told me yt he knew 
nothing of such persons I asked after for he was bdrnd at 
Canestoga and had lived there all his Days, yet I beleave 
he had murder in his heart, which afterwards I was further 
persweaded of from an account of a Dutch mans being kild 
near to Shamokin & scalped and that it was very like one 
of these three men had Done it & it has since lookt to me 
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yt the young Indian yt was pented black had the scalp with 
him. with which perhaps he expected to had in fever with 
the Sinaces yt is in the Intres of the french where he was 
like to go. these Indians as I stand informed have Done 
great hurt to the English and continue to Do. 

I tuck freedom in talking with these 3 Indians, I now 
having receaved an opinion yt the mingos were Dissatisfied 
with the building on this land for the Delawers without 
having the consent of 6 nation Indians to whome this land 
belongs, and that tho they had permited ye Delawers to 
live there yt the land belongd to ye mingos. a sertin Senice 
Indian told me the land yt ye Shawnes lived on belongd to 
the 6 nations and that hey had only lent it to the Shawnes, 
so in like maner yt the Delawares only have posestion on 
sufferance but no title to it, now considering the matter 
might be very hurtful! mad me the more free with them, I 
told them the Enghs was Desirious to Do all the Indians 
good and that was the very reason yt we were com to this 
place to asist the Indians to make them a good setlement 
for we mutch Desired to see them Do well, but if anything 
yt we did was Displease to the Indians, & if the Indians 
would like men of honer tell us of it we would leave off for 
our Intent was to please them and not Displease them, and 
I told them it was unmanly to hurt any body vsdthout first 
telling what they Did it for. for the Indians to com and 
kill and run away like wovels or Dogs and never tell us 
what they Did it for as som had Done a Day or 2 a go, 
who killd a young man yt came here to Do for the Indians 
and carre away his sculp & clothes was a very great Dis- 
gress to them and might in the end prove a ruin to the 
Indians if they did not stop in time. I Desired yt ye 
Indians would beheave like men and if any thing apeared 
to them to be rong to go and tell ye ofender of it. 
with this Discorse they apeared well pleased and so they 
went away about 10 a clock and soon after shewed us 
a mark of friendship which was, as they went across 
the River about 6 miles above the town they found (as 
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afterwards we had cause to beleave) a number of canews and 
padles a lying on ye shore (which beyound Dought a large 
number of Enemys had brought there and were gon to Do 
hurt at ye Menisink) they tuck 28 of ye padles and put 
them in a bark cano & set her a Drift to flote Down the 
streem in order to give us notis there was Enemyes near us 
and might be in Danger as they soposed. "When this cano 
with padles came Down and our people sawe the number 
of padles were mutch surprised but nether Indian or white 
man Could unfold the story or resolve on the meaning ye 
looked on the matter as somthing of a very Extrodinary 
meaning after a considerable time spent in pondering the 
Mistary Titeusquand advanced in an heroick manner all- 
most naked only a mantle about him and a belt in his hand 
and says hear brothers ! I'l take this and I will go and talk 
with them (for he thought there was Enemys a coming) 
and may be they will hear me, but if they vdll kill me and 
not hear me, I will Dye; he cald for his horse, mounted 
and away he went and 2 Indians run afoot with him. 

Alitle after night the King returned wt this Interpeta- 
tion, I have been says he 7 miles up the river where I have 
found more canos & padles which was brought here by 
fi-eneh Indians who have been and stoal horses and com 
back and are gon home; for the tracks on the shore of 
these yt came with the canos are old and a most worn 
out but the horse tracks are fresh to be seen. And as for 
the canos coming Down wt padles, these men yt went up 
today put the padles in ye cano and sent her wt the streem 
yt we might see how matters stood; this story passefied 
som but many were in great fears & many of the men did 
litle but keep watch or gard. and many of the company 
urged mutch to go home, and some of them say it was 
madness to stay there to expose their lives to so great Dan- 
ger when at the same time might live at home in Ease & 
plenty. I told them they did not consider the thing right 
for the poor frontears were continually in as mutch Danger 
as we now were, and it would be well for them to consider 
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yt they did not live above 30 to 40 miles from the frontears 
and if these Dwelt between you & ye wilderness should 
move away then you should be the front and in as great 
Danger as you are now and should it not be as mutch your 
care to make peace as those yt Dwel on ye front (tho you 
live a few miles farther in the setled contry). 

Seeing somany of the men so bent on going home and 
backward to work the Comishiners told the men as soon 
as they had finished 10 houses they might go home, after 
this promis it was hard to git hands to Do any work besides 
the s* houses. So that we could git no plowing Done but 
what was done by J. H. H. D. & J. J. and worse off for 
horses then men but we tuck mine tho he was mutch hurt 
& J. J. and with Deffaculty got ye 3rd and so we got some 
land plowed. 

6mo. 1. — A task being given the were prity brisk to work 
at the houses I wt som Indians & Goforth kept clearing a 
piece of land at the East End of the town for a gardin, wt 
expectation to git it plowed, (an erasure here) but could git 
nether men nor horses to Do it. here came an old Indian 
and his wife and stayd a Day or 2. I went and spent part 
of an euaning in talking with him he ether could or would 
not give any Intelagence of the Cituation of afairs In the 
Indian Contry. But he told me he was Bornd In the Jer- 
sey and could remember many things, amongst the rest 
he teld a story which made himself & the other Indians 
presant laugh very heartily (which wase) I remember says 
he to a have heard the old men tell that when the first ship 
came to this contry when the Indian cheafs saw it they tuck 
it to be a god that was com to visit them and expecting 
som benefits by this visit the spread there matchcoats & 
made redy to pay Divine adoration to it. by this relation 
it apeared the antiant Indians were in the custom of paying 
adoration to a Devine being. 



